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The call in action

Dear friends,
Like everywhere else in the world, life in Honduras is unrecognisable
because of the pandemic. However, I have continued to mentor Cristian,
connect with families and support other mentors during this time.
Mentoring projects
The other mentors and I are able to do our mentoring over the phone
for our mentees who have access to a phone. I chat regularly with my
mentee, Cristian, and one of the main things we do is tongue twisters.
Since we can’t play any games that rely on being able to see each other,
tongue twisters work well. As they’re in Spanish, they’re difficult for me,
which Cristian really enjoys!
Street Kids Direct did a survey of three communities where we work to
assess how the children we mentor are getting on during lockdown and
whether they are still learning anything. According to our results, 58 per
cent of the kids in our mentoring programme don’t have any access to
classes. In theory, these children are continuing their education through
WhatsApp during this time, but for some of them this is impossible
as no one in their family has a phone with internet. Of those who do
have access to classes, 68 per cent write that they are behind on their
schoolwork and 74 per cent don’t have the right stationery.
As mentioned above, we have been able to keep in touch with some
of the children we mentor through our mentoring over the phone,
and we are in contact with the rest of the children and their families
through providing food packages, helping over 100 families. Because of
lockdown, these families have no other way of getting food, so this has
become Street Kids Direct’s main focus for the moment.
Currently in Honduras, each person is only allowed out once every
14 days to buy food, making lockdown very limiting. We are exploring
the possibility of getting permission to visit our children to see how
they’re doing with their schooling.
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It’s been great to see the local churches stepping up and doing
something for people outside their own congregations. Lockdown has
forced the church to care for people beyond their four walls through
food packages.
Only being able to go out once every 14 days means I have
had plenty of time to update the safeguarding policy, write new
mentoring modules and write grant applications; all things that we
can’t dedicate as much time to under normal circumstances. I’ve
also been helping to record the worship for church; individual band
members send me their recordings and I edit them together, ready
for online church on Sundays. I was recently also involved in Radio
Lockdown, an adapted version of Radio Christmas. It’s been great to
have something a bit different and hands-on to work on as well as
paperwork!
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Carlos, one of our kids form Talanga, where most people who we work with have lost
their jobs. His family has relied on the food packages we’ve been able to give them.

Many of the children we work with, who would generally spend most of their
lives on the streets (even though they might sleep at home), are being forced to
spend more time in difficult home environments due to lockdown. These children
are at greater risk of abuse during this time.
In our research, we found that most people are eating once a day (where
they would usually eat twice a day) and having to go hungry in order to survive
lockdown. Generally, our children struggle to eat a healthy, well-balanced diet,
but lockdown means this is even more difficult than usual. In a society where
anxiety levels are already high (75 per cent), our research also shows a 14 per
cent increase in anxiety among caregivers, compromising their ability to parent
and putting children at greater risk than ever.
The big question we’re asking is, What’s next? How do we help our
kids and our families take the steps out of lockdown? Our kids have
lost nearly three months of school. How are we going to help them
catch up and continue with this school year when they’ve already
got a significant amount of learning difficulties and disadvantages
because of their situation? We’re looking at employing a teacher in
each of the communities that we work in, to help the kids catch up
on the months they’ve lost in a way that works for them, and help
them to be able to pass the school year.
We’re also looking at a very small microfinance programme,
possibly helping ten people with basic training and a £100 grant
each so they can establish small businesses and get back on their
feet.
We’ve got a coffee shop in Talanga and a food stall to try
and generate income and provide employment in the local
communities. Please pray that those things can be successful.
Pray that the initiative shown by volunteers delivering
food packages can continue and can grow – I believe this is
foundational to the ministry becoming sustainable. Pray that we
can work out how to establish that even more.
Pray for Proyecto Alas as this is a really key year. We need to
find a coordinator to run the project as a full time position. Pray for the
right person for that role, who can eventually become director of the
project.
We did have a fundraising walk (Camino Por Amor) planned for this
summer, which of course had to be cancelled due to the pandemic. Pray
that we can reschedule it for the right time, that things can fall into place
for when that is meant to be happening.
I am hoping to come to the UK on home leave towards the end of the
year, but this is of course subject to being allowed into the country.
Much love, Steve
Photos from top to bottom: My mentee Cristian has four cats in total, and a love for
animals!; our church videos are streamed via Facebook; my other friend Cristian and I recreated
this photo from about six years ago; the Radio Lockdown studio on my dining room table!

GOING FURTHER WITH CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY
Mission Unscripted: How are CMS people in mission responding to
COVID-19? Some are working harder than ever at what they were
already doing, others are turning their hand to something different!
Go to churchmissionsociety.org/mission-unscripted
If you would like to discuss your mailings with us or to receive this link letter on a regular
basis, please email supporter.care@churchmissionsociety.org or call 01865 787400

You can give to Steve at:
churchmissionsociety.org/poulson
Contact details:
stevepoulson@hotmail.co.uk
Church Mission Society is a mission community acknowledged by the
Church of England Registered Company No. 6985330 and Registered
Charity No. 1131655 (England and Wales) and SC047163 (Scotland).

