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The call in action

Dear friends,
Lockdown and education
Last time I wrote, lockdown here was more severe and we were only
allowed out once every 14 days. We’re now allowed out once every five
days, which means there’s less pressure to do everything on my day
out. I also have a “salvoconducto”, which is effectively essential worker
status, meaning I can go to work Monday to Friday (no shopping or
anything else though). Things aren’t much easier for the kids we mentor,
though. Since 15 March it’s been illegal for anyone under age 14 to go
out, full stop, which has meant some real challenges. In Proyecto Alas
we have 24 kids, and 22 of them are no longer keeping up with school.
The schools send homework through WhatsApp, but this depends on
kids having access to a smartphone and regular internet. For most of our
kids, this is unrealistic. There’s no indication that classes will be back in
January (when the school year starts here), so we’re desperately trying
to figure out how to help them maintain essential skills and get back
into education. What is particularly frustrating is that our kids are going
out to work and the streets despite the restrictions, meaning they are at
even higher risk than usual.
We were looking at employing a teacher in each of the communities
we work in to help the kids catch up on the months of schooling
they’ve missed out on and pass the school year, but at the moment it’s
just not possible. We would love to be able to run a mini homeschool
programme, helping kids with their homework within the current
restrictions. At the moment we still aren’t allowed to have kids in
our centre, but we can do home visits outside. Last week, the other
volunteers and I met up in person for the first time since lockdown
started and started chatting and thinking. Pray for us as we look
for ways forward.
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Cristian
Sadly, Cristian (15), the boy that I mentor, has moved crosscountry to Olancho, which is a seven-hour drive away, so he and
his dad can work. I got one phone call from him after he arrived
but since then I haven’t been able to get in contact with him
because they don’t have a phone number. It’s a sad, abrupt end to
our mentoring relationship, and almost certainly means an end
to his education. Cristian doesn’t have a birth certificate, which,
in Honduras, means he can’t go to school or even have access to
healthcare. He was able to study in Tegucigalpa because we have
a good relationship with the school and they were willing to let
him go to school on the understanding that we were working
on getting his birth certificate. Pray for God to intervene so that
Cristian can come back and continue his schooling.
Last time I wrote, we were handing out food packages to
families in need, but now, everyone who was working before the
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My housemate Bryan working on our kitchen table during lockdown

pandemic is working again. For this reason, we’ve stopped giving out food
packages and are now recalibrating the way we engage with our families,
hoping to start some sort of family mentoring.
Coffee shop
Our coffee shop, next door to the project in Talanga, is preparing to
reopen and we’re really excited about that. During lockdown we’ve had
the luxury of time to think and plan without having to run it at the same
time. We’re now in a good position to relaunch, and have organised our
reopening to coincide with a three-week-long football tournament taking
place 20 metres from the front door of the coffee shop. We’ll be selling
coffee at cost price to inspire people to spread the word. Our tagline is:
“Help us to help them”, as all profits will go towards running the project.
Ever
One of the young people we’ve been working with for a long time is Ever.
Now 21, Street Kids Direct has sponsored him through school from the age
of 13 or 14. Ever and his brother are the first in their family to graduate not
only from secondary school but from primary school. Ever really wants to
be a mechanic within the police, a role which requires basic police training.
He was accepted into the police academy during lockdown, I’ve been taking
him through more intense discipleship over the past few months, and
about a month before going to the police academy, he decided he wanted
to be baptised. The pastor, Dionilo, and I baptised him a day before he left
for training.
He’s the first person I’ve seen all the way through from age 13–14 to
adulthood, taking steps of faith and being successful. A police job means
a regular income once he passes his training. The one problem is the
corruption in the police, but Ever is determined that if he feels forced to
start compromising on his Christian values, he will leave the police.
Ever has now been in police training for six weeks. He’s already been
promoted to assistant to the head of the training programme and leads
prayer and devotions for his friends most evenings. It’s so encouraging
to see a young person who is really growing and taking concrete steps,
and now loving it so much that he’s naturally sharing it with the people
around him.
I would love to go to the UK and see everybody, but it seems if I go back
now, I will just be stuck at home in quarantine. It makes more sense to be
here and be active. Whenever things start opening up in a sustainable
way in the UK, I’ll head back and say hello to everybody.
As this will be my last link letter before Christmas, let me say: Happy
Christmas!
Much love, Steve
STOP PRESS: Last week, Storm Eta hit Honduras hard. I am safe and well
(I was actually in Guatemala at the time) and am hoping to return to
Honduras as soon as possible and help with relief efforts.
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churchmissionsociety.org/explore
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